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CAS  149-57-5 
 
Substance name 2-Ethylhexanoic Acid (2-EHA) 

 
Toxicity 
 
2-Ethylhexanoic acid is listed as a developmental toxicant by the state of California and a reproductive 
and developmental toxicant by the European Union.1,2  The National Toxicology Program Center for the 
Evaluation of Risks to Human Reproduction also reviewed studies of 2-EHA as part of their evaluation of 
DEHP.3  It concluded that there was sufficient animal evidence to identify 2-EHA as a developmental 
toxicant.3,4   

 

Exposure  
 
Metal derivatives of 2-ethylhexanoic acid are widely used as stabilizers for polyvinyl chloride (PVC). 
Testing by the Danish EPA found 2-EHA in foam washcloths for babies, baby foam mattresses, nursing 
pillows, marker pen sets, and a coating on a wooden toy.5  Testing by the Dutch government showed 
frequent detections of 2-EHA migrating out of PVC plastic.6 
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